
 

 

 Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
November 26, 2023; 10:00AM 

Christ the King 
 

The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn Pastor 
 
 

 

 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 
Medley, "Precious Savior, Dear Redeemer" with 

"Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing", arr. Susan Henery. 
Bud Esper, piano. 

© 2019 Birchnote. 

 
 
  

Thank you for joining us today. 

WE WELCOME ALL TO WORSHIP! 
 

In preparation for Worship:  Please silence 
all electronic devices when entering the 
sanctuary in reverence to God and respect 
for others. 
 
Masks and hand sanitizer gel continue to be 
available in the narthex for your use. 
 
Members and Visitors:  Please remember to 
sign in using the Friendship binders in your 
pew. 
 
If you are a visitor and are looking for a 
church home: We invite you to worship with 
us again and consider being a part of this 
faith community.  We ask you to sign in with 
your contact info so we can stay in touch. 
 

Altar Flowers are Dedicated to  
the Glory of God  

by Cindy Hathaway in loving memory of 
husband, Bob, and son, Bobbie; and by 
Donna Cutsforth in loving memory of 

Marshall Cutsforth 
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WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE 
"Now Thank We All Our God" (Nun Danket), Johann Crüger,  

arr. James Pethel.        Bud Esper, organ.        ©1994 H.W. Gray Publications.  

 

Congregation stands 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of  

living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our 
salvation. 

C Amen. 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are  
clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for 
the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery 
into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We praise 
you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise 
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns”, #855         Public Domain. 
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GREETING 
P   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C     And also with you. 
 

 

KYRIE  S147 
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HYMN OF PRAISE     “This is the Feast” (Worthy) S-149 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
WA Let us pray. 
C O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of  

service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us 
the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Congregation sits 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 
L ... 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall 

be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 95: 1-7a 
L 1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the  

rock of our salvation.  
C 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and 

raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
L 3For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all 

gods. 
C 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of 

the hills are also yours. 
L 5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have 

molded the dry land.  
C 6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before 

the |
 LORD our maker.  

L 7aFor the LORD
 is our God, and we are the people of God’s 

pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.  
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1: 15-23 
L ... and has made him the head over all things for the church,  

23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Congregation stands 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                            S-151a 

 
 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25: 31-46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P …46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Congregation sits 
 

+   SERMON   + Christian Eichorn, Pastor   + 
 

Silence for meditation 
 

Congregation stands 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    

“Oh Christ, What Can It Mean for Us”, #431 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Music: Public Domain. 
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NICENE CREED  
WA Let us confess the faith of the church. 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.   
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       
P Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we  

pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
WA ... Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our  

hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C And also with you. 
 

   
Congregation sits 
 

OFFERTORY 
"He Dances O'er Us", Fry/Perkins.  
St. Luke Voice Choir.      © 1979 Birdwing.  
 

Congregation stands 
 

OFFERING SONG: “Let the Vineyards” #184,  

 
  

Without shaking hands, share the universal  

sign of peace with your neighbors. 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
P Let us pray.   
C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We  

bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into 
the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING S-152     
              P  (Pastor)                                    C  (Congregation)          

 
 

 
P … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:     S-153 

P 

 
 

C 
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P … to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
C   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

P  O taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Congregation sits 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
Today, Holy Communion will be served by standing rows from the center aisle.  
Holy Communion, the Sacrament of the Altar, is open to all baptized Christians. All 
others are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.  When served by 
standing rows from the center aisle, receive the wafer from Pastor then move 
to the Communion Assistant to pick up cup of wine or clear grape juice from 
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the tray. Return to your pew using the side aisle.  Communion will be brought to 
those who are uncomfortable navigating around the Sanctuary.             
 

  S-154 
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“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”, #693    Public Domain. 
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“For the Fruit of All Creation”, #697         
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Public Domain. 
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Congregation stands  
 

TABLE BLESSING 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C   Amen. 
 

CANTICLE “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raised”      #207 

 
 

 

P  Let us pray.   
C   Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word,  

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.  Strengthened by 
this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where 
none are left out and all are satisfied.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “O Master, Let Me Walk With You”, #818          Public 

Domain.  



 

18 

 

 

DISMISSAL   
WA Go in peace.  God is at work in you. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

+++          +++          +++ 
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We encourage you to join us for fellowship and hospitality. 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
—Thank you for worshiping with us today— 

The following members assisted with today’s worship and live-streaming: 
Altar Guild:  Deanie Currey, Sara Hart 

AV Team:  Rodney & Leigh Ann Stinson 
Bulletin:  Diana Black; Cover Art, Lori Schneider 

Cantor: Alice Christiansen 
Children’s Time: Emily Schoneweiss 

Church Music:  Bud Esper, Director of Church Music, 
St Luke Voice Choir 

Communion Assistants: Kathy Rose, Deanie Currey 
Crucifer: Doug Snively 

Eucharistic Minister: Susan Heitmuller 
Greeters: Debi & Terry Hildebrand 

Lector: Rod Meadows 
Sacristan: Emil Gnam  

Ushers: Gary & Karen Reynolds, Doug Snively, Jim Meyer 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

Are you looking for a new church family? If you are thinking about joining our  
St. Luke faith community and have not yet done so, please contact Pastor Eichorn 

at 610-393-7622 or pceichorn@gmail.com. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

To sponsor one or both vases of altar flowers,  
please contact the office. $40/vase. 

Upcoming availability:  
December 3-24 (poinsettias); December 31 (2 vases) 

Check with the office for future available dates 
 

—New to Our Prayer List November 26, 2023— 

Please join with our Saint Luke family in prayer for those  
newly added to our prayer list:  

Bob & Cheryl Bates 
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—For Your Information— 
 

It's a busy time of the year: Dates to Remember! 
*indicates information follows or is on bulletin boards in fellowship hall. 

 

December 2:  Holiday Gathering of the Men of St Luke* 
December 3: Annual Congregational Meeting with Council Elections* 

December 5: Christmas Show Matinee & Dinner* 
December 10: Nurture & Fellowship Meeting 
December 11, 2023: WOSL Dinner Meeting* 

December 17: Annual Christmas Luncheon (after Lessons & Carols Service) 
December 24: 10AM Sunday Worship; 5PM Christmas Eve Service 

December 24: Deadline for Reverse Advent Calendar* 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The annual Congregational Meeting will take place next Sunday,  

December 3, 2023 immediately following the 10:00 a.m. service. 
 

In accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws, our agenda is as follows: 

A.   Opening Prayer – Pastor Eichorn 

B.   Opening Remarks – Marie Keating, Council President 

C.   Reading/Approval of 2022 Minutes 

D.   Election of 2024 Council Members (3) 

E.   Approval of 2024 Budget 

F.   Adjournment 
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS – Today is the deadline for ordering poinsettias.  
Please complete an order form, attach check before dropping off at the church 
office.  Make checks out to St Luke with “2023 Poinsettia” in the memo line.  You’ll 
be able to bring home your poinsettias on Christmas Eve day. 
 

SINCE ADVENT IS LATER THIS YEAR we will be dressing the church the FIRST 
SATURDAY IN DECEMBER  (DECEMBER 2 @ 9:00 am).  Anyone interested in helping 
please come and help.  GOD BLESS and ALL ARE WELCOME      Deanie  
 

THE MEN’S GROUP WILL BE HAVING A HOLIDAY GATHERING on Saturday, 
December 2, at 9AM.  Location will be at the Sunny Side Restaurant in Calabash.  
All the men of St Luke are invited. 
 

BFA CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM:  Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA) in Shallotte 
is gearing up for their Christmas Gift Program. This program provides Christmas 
gifts to less fortunate members of our community.  BFA will gladly accept 
monetary donations and will do the Christmas shopping for you.  If you are 
interested in donating, send a check made out to “Brunswick Family Assistance” to 
P.O. Box 1551, Shallotte, NC 28459-1551.  In the memo line of your check specify 
the “Christmas Gift Program”.  To allow time to purchase, organize, and distribute 
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the gifts before Christmas, BFA staff members need your donations no later than 
Monday, December 11.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

CROCHET FOR A GREAT CAUSE There is a display of cancer ribbon scarves in the 
old Narthex.  Please join the group of ladies crocheting these scarves.  The scarves 
will be delivered to an oncology center sometime in December.  If you are 
interested, contact Sara Hart at: markiehaus@erols.com or 910-575-8228. 
 

THE LORDS FOOD PANTRY FOOD OF THE MONTH 
November = Cranberry Jelly (cans); December = Rice, any type (in 1-lb packages) 
 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR  Social Ministry- As we await the celebration of 
the birth of Our Lord and Savior, a Reverse Advent Calendar can be a great way to 
share the blessings God has bestowed on us. To help us restock the SBIC Lord's 
Food Pantry following 2 busy holidays, we are supplying at the end of this Epistle 
a calendar of suggested food items to add to a box at your home each day in 
December, through the 24th.  In this way, we can all be reminded daily that we are 
called to be the hands and feet of Jesus here on Earth. Once completed, these can 
be brought to the Fellowship Hall where a group of us can transfer the food to the 
pantry. Some printed copies will be available in the narthex in the 
sanctuary and fellowship hall. Please prayerfully consider this way to share your 
blessings as we begin 2024. For any questions, call Karen Reynolds or Sue 
Heitmuller 
 

COAT DRIVE CONTINUES - NOW thru DECEMBER 10TH  As cooler weather 
approaches, our thoughts and hearts turn to those who need protection from the 
weather.  St Luke will again support The Coat Closet Outreach Ministry at James 
The Fisherman Episcopal Church in Shallotte.  There will be a bin for your 
contribution(s) outside our Church office. The need is for clean, gently used or 
new coats. The greatest need is always for children but they accept all sizes. 
This collection at St Luke will run from November 12th to Dec 10th. We will pick 
up periodically and take them to Shallotte.  Please also ask your friends and 
neighbors to donate; most people are happy to do so. Thank you in advance, Bob 
and Kathy Rose 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be held on Sunday, December 17th after 
the service.  The Christmas Luncheon is one of the highlights of the St. Luke social 
season.  Good friends, good food.  What could be better!  The luncheon will be 
catered by Jerome's in Shallotte. The buffet menu includes Fried Chicken, Pork 
BBQ, Baked Beans, Slaw, Flat Green Beans, Mac and Cheese, Fruit Cobbler, Sweet 
Tea, Unsweetened Tea, Hot Coffee and Tea.  Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 
Board outside the Fellowship Hall.  Deadline for signing up is Sunday, December 
10th. A free will offering will be taken. 
 

THE NURTURE AND FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE is looking for additional 
members.  We are the church party people.  We plan the congregation’s social 
events and oversee after church fellowship on Sundays.  We value new ideas for 
activities and sharing the planning and implementation of events at the church 
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and off premises.  If you would like more information, contact a committee 
member or Carolyn Gnam at 910-575-2702. 
 

TREASURER TEAM -- Can you help?  Would you like more information about this 
team?  We have a great need for assistance with this position so if you could 
consider this, it would ensure that our financial system remains on solid ground. 
The concept of a Treasurer Team allows the workload of this very important 
position to be spread among several different people. Council would like to form 
this team immediately as we switch accounting programs so that everyone will be 
on the same page from the beginning.  Training and support will be constantly 
available while you are involved.  Please contact Beth Grunewalder 
(grunewalder@atmc.net) or Gerry Gehl (Gerrygehl@gmail.com) to learn more about 
how you can become part of this very important team. 
 

FELLOWSHIP FUND As of 11/19/23 thanks to your generosity:   
Funds donated to date:  $21,365; Balance remaining:  $8,635. 

If you wish to contribute to the fund, please make your check payable to St. Luke 
Lutheran Church and put Fellowship Hall in the memo line.  If you wish a 
memorial, please put Fellowship Hall (In memory of....) in the memo line.   
 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE TO MIDDLE EAST CRISIS   
Special Note from - Rev Daniel Rift, Director World Hunger and Lutheran 
Disaster Relief, “Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response have equipped us to respond 
to this and other disasters whenever and wherever they strike. Gifts designated for 
“Middle East Crisis" will be restricted to and used in full (100%) for those affected 
by this crisis and others in the region.”  If you wish to contribute, make check out 
to St Luke Lutheran Church, with “Disaster Relief, Middle East’  noted on the memo 
line. 
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This Week at Saint Luke 

 

NOVEMBER 2023   

Sunday 
Christ the King 

Nov 26 9AM 
10AM 
11AM 

 

Adult Sunday School 

Worship Service* with live-streaming 
Fellowship & Hospitality 

Monday Nov 27 3PM 
 

MexTrain Game Group, Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday Nov 28 1PM Bridge, Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday Nov 29 10AM 
6PM 
7PM 

Wednesday Morning Prayer 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Voice Choir Rehearsal 

 
Thursday 
 

 
Nov 30 

 
 

 
 

Friday Dec 1  
 

 

Saturday 
 

   Dec 2 9AM Men’s Holiday Gathering at Sunny Side 
Restaurant in Calabash 
 

Sunday 
 

Dec 3 9AM 
 

10AM 
11AM 

Adult Sunday School 

Worship Service* with live-streaming 

Fellowship & Hospitality 
 
*Children’s Time Sunday School will be 
available during the service when children 
are present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture for December 3, 2023 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

Isaiah 64: 1-9 
Psalm 80; 1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 

Mark 13: 24-37 
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ST LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

5869 Ocean Highway West, Ocean Isle Beach NC 28469 
Office Contact Info: 910.579.0107; stlukeelca@stlukeoib.org; website: stlukeoib.org 

Office hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00am to 2:00pm 
 

The Reverend Dr. Christian Eichorn, Pastor 
Contact Info: cell/text: 610.393.7622; email: pceichorn@gmail.com 

 
Emil Gnam, Sacristan 

Bud Esper, M.A., Director of Church Music 
stlukemusic@stlukeoib.org 

Diana Lee Black, Office Manager  
stlukeelca@stlukeoib.org 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portions recorded by permission under One License #A-729360. All rights reserved.  
Portions from sundaysandseasons.com.  

Portions copyright ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 
 
 
 


